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Written questions to Ms Simone Steiner - Rinderzucht Austria Zar, Zentrale
Arbeitsgemeinschaft österreichischer Rinderzüchter (Austrian Farmer organisation)

Public Hearing on “Experiences of strengthening and changing legislation within and outside
Europe”

QUESTIONS FROM EPP

Question from
Ms Marlene

MORTLER

Are you optimistic about the future of cattle fattening in relation to the ever-changing standards of transport or are you more

concerned? And why?

Answers In Austria there is a growing interest in the consumption of regionally produced food among the population. Therefore I´m optimistic about
changes to regional cattle fattening.

Austrian national law already sets the transport time for animals for slaughter for domestic transports (where the place of dispatch and
destination are in Austria) at 4.5 hours. For geographical reasons, the duration of the transport can be extended to a maximum of 8 hours.

Furthermore, no certificates for the export of slaughtered animals have been negotiated for years.

Current political initiatives promote veal fattening in Austria; the projects are getting off to a good start, therefore the number of young
calves, that have to be exported for fattening to Spain is declining.

Therefore, in my opinion, the effect of possible changes in transport standards for fattening cattles will be not as great for Austria as for
other countries.
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QUESTIONS FROM S & D

Questions from
Ms Maria
NOICHL

 Exports of breeding animals to third countries have been an important business for your industry – would you be able to support
maintaining stable breeding populations by only transporting genetic material? If not, what would companies need to make that switch?

 Would the exporting industry in Europe be able to transport meat/carcasses instead of live animals? If not, what would you need in
order to make that switch?

Answers • The export of breeding cattle is important for farmers in the exporting countries as well as for Austrian farmers. Due to their high health
status and the high quality of their genetics, Austrian cattle are of interest to breeders all over the world. The dual use of the Simmental
breed (which makes u 80 % of the exported animals) for milk and meat production is of particular interest for many development projects.
But Simmental is not only interesting because of its dual use, but also because of its adaptability and fitness.

The purchase of breeding cattle represents a sustainable improvement of the local situation in regions without sufficient self-sufficiency.
After animal diseases, wars or as a basis for functioning supply chains in poor regions can only be achieved by importing animals and
transporting them accordingly.

But Austrian companies are also partners in setting up insemination stations in the target countries (e.g. in Turkey) in order to subsequently
export genetic material when the technical know-how has developed.

The purchase of breeding cattle is an important source of income for farmers of smallholder farms in Austria. More than 80 % of the exported
breeding cattle origin from smallholder farms (< 50 cows).

Austria does not export cattle for slaughtering to third countries. Therefore I cannot answer this question.



Committee of Inquiry on the Protection of Animals during Transport

Page 3 of 8

QUESTIONS FROM RENEW

Questions from
Mr Martin

HOJSÍK

 What information are you relying on for planning your transports?

 Do you have knowledge of any EU-certified control posts that have been checked by EU-bodies to ensure that they are compliant
with EU-legislation?

Answers Personally, I am not responsible for planning the transports, but in close contact to the authorities.

 In Austria usually all transports to third countries are checked afterwards by the authorities. Because almost always the same destinations are
approached, the official veterinarians have a lot of experience in checking these routes.

 In cooperation with the export companies, a list of checkpoints in Russia and Kazakhstan was created. The existence of the control posts has been
proven by my visit or by photos and video material delivered by the exporters. In August 2020 the Russian government confirms the existence of 6
resting points in Russia.

 Last year, two decrees were passed, that were dedicated to safeguarding animal welfare during transport. 1. “The Covid 19 decree”, in which
(amongst other things) photo and video material is required, to confirm that animals are deloaded at control posts. As a result many pictures of the
control posts exist and planning roads passing these control stations is easy.

2. The decree "Procedure for live animal transports in and through the Russian Federation". The decree requiring reservation confirmations, photos of
existence and authorisation and others.

 Temperature: A new uniform temperature prediction system based on data from ECMRWF has been developed and must be used. A decree about
transport planning in the hot season exists.
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QUESTIONS FROM ID

Questions Bei den Tiertransporten werden zwei verschiedene Kategorien unterschieden, die der Zuchttiere und die der Schlachttiere. Während man
sich bei den Zuchttieren prinzipiell vorstellen kann, dass diese im Eigeninteresse unter angemessenen Bedingungen transportiert werden,
ist dies definitiv für Schlachttiere oft nicht der Fall.

 Wie wird sichergestellt, dass die als Zuchttiere deklarierten Tiere nicht kurz nach ihrer Ankunft dennoch geschlachtet werden?

 Wie kann sichergestellt werden, ob die Tiere nicht nach einer vorgeschriebenen Quarantäne im EU-Ausland einfach
weitertransportiert werden und somit alle Tierschutzregeln konterkariert werden?

 Wie bewerten sie ein Verbot von Langstreckentransporten von Schlachttieren?

 Würde eine Schlachtung vor Ort nicht einen zusätzliche wirtschaftliche Wertschöpfung darstellen?

*** Courtesy translation ***

The transport of animals is divided into two different categories, namely breeding animals and animals for slaughter. While breeding
animals can in principle be seen as being transported under appropriate conditions in their own interest, this is often not the case for
animals for slaughter.

 How is it ensured that the animals declared as breeding animals are not slaughtered shortly after their arrival?

 How can it be ensured that animals are not simply transported further after a compulsory quarantine in other EU countries, thus
undermining all animal welfare rules?

 How do they rate a ban on long-distance transport of animals for slaughter?

 Would local slaughter not provide additional economic added value?

Answers Austrian breeding cattle are very expensive compared to cattle from other countries, if the animals would be slaughtered immediately,
cheaper animals could be bought.

Furthermore, the prerequisite for the purchase of animals to be funded by the government is that the animals remain on the farm for
several years (AZ, Turkey, Algeria). Slaughtering of these animals is prohibited.

It is difficult to ensure that animals are not simply transported to other EU countries. In Austria the export companies threaten to do so as
soon as the controls are tightened.

The specification of the 1/2005 should be interpreted and checked in the same way in all countries.
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But on my way to Turkey, I had to observe German breeding cattle in poor condition, which were kept in quarantine in another EU-country,
on a transport without comfortable bedding and without food.

As far as I know many customers prefer the cattle to be quarantined in their country of origin, so maybe it will be a matter of time, until
this approach will become impossible.

I support the ban on exporting beef cattle to third countries.
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QUESTIONS FROM GREENS / EFA

Questions Transports outside EU

Report on animal welfare during exports (DG SANTE 6834) state that “the available information indicates that most transporters do not
meet applicable EU rules after leaving the Union. The absence of agreements with EU neighbouring countries, together with poor
retrospective checks and the inability of Member States to ascertain the conditions of transport and the feasibility of the plan for that part
of the journey contribute to that concern.”

Regarding the lack of feedback from third countries on the condition of animals during transport and at arrival (DG(SANTE) 2019-6835), it is
impossible for Member States to assess compliance. To enforce this Court ruling, would mean for Member States to refuse any export of
animals towards non-EU countries (obvious link with meat trade).

If we look at transports in the Middle East and in North Africa, they do not fulfil European law but are totally outside the sphere of
influence of the organiser: no authorization of the local transport company, no approval of the lorries and no certification of competence
of the person responsible for the load, and, no contingency planning.

 When stops have to be made outside EU, how do you make sure you or the transporters you work with comply with EU Regulation and
how do you prove it to CA?

 Do you have a list of safe resting points and control posts outside EU to make sure you comply with EU legislation on the non-EU part of
the journey?

Answers As already mentioned, Austria does not export animals for slaughtering. To reduce the number of Austrian calves, that have to be sold to
Spain, we have new strategies to build up calf fattening farms in Austria.

Personally, I have no experience in the transport of breeding cattle to North Africa.

Algeria was an interesting marked for Austrian cattle, but this year a ban exists. Colleagues of mine already visited farms in Algeria and
were happy about the condition. I planned to follow tranports to Algeria, but Covid 19 restricted my travel activities. Videos from ship-
transport of breeding cattle look much better, as the transports of cattle for slaughtering, which have been shown on TV.

As already mentioned, in corporation with official veterinarians and exporters, we build up a list of control points in Russia and Kazakhstan.
Furthermore, a list of authorized control points exist from the Russian government.

Questions Unfair practices and lack of harmonization between Member States
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Our previous hearings revealed that unfair practices were taking place due to lack of harmonized system between Member States. Trucks
to transport calves for instance, when not to be authorized in Germany, would get an authorisation in another EU country with more
flexible practices and then come to Germany to transport calves, eg from Germany to Belgium or Spain.

 Do you see these practices happen often?

 Which differences in vehicle authorisations between the Member States have you witnessed/are you aware of, and via which sources?

 Does the difference result from different interpretation of the legislation - or differences in quality of approvals?

Answers Most of the transports of calves from Austrian to Italy or Spain are carried out by the same company (Bozen Transport). Bozen Import uses
the same Italian transport company for decades. The cars are modern, equipped with suckling units, calves can be fed electrolytes, which
are warmed up.

I only know this kind of transports. I have no experience in vehicle authorization.

Questions Absence of level playing field

Many speakers received during our previous hearings underlined the absence of level playing field regarding transport of live animals.
Monitoring and cooperation between MS seem to be inefficient, and sanctions are not or poorly applied, which penalizes companies and
transporters actually trying to comply with EU Regulation 1/2005.

 What is your assessment of the current application of sanctions? Is the system coherent, consistent, and how could it be improved?

 Would you support an EU harmonized system of transporter authorisation, to ensure a level playing field and to incentivise transporters
to adopt best practices?

 Would you support an EU harmonized system of rating of transporters, possibly with a black list of transporters having breached EU
legislation on AW during transport at different occasions?

Answers I absolutely agree that the conditions differ from one Member State to another. I would like a uniform system of sanctions and
authorisations. Whenever we apply any new system for better transparency and control, we have tough discussions with exporters who
complain about the competitive disadvantage.
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QUESTIONS FROM THE LEFT

Questions In a promotional film of the Central Working Group of Cattle Breeders in Austria it is claimed that a cattle transport from Austria to
Azerbaijan was carried out according to the EU Animal Transport Regulation. However, the route between the allegedly used checkpoints
Sosnovka in the oblast (administrative district) of Smolensk and Grozny in the autonomous republic of Chechnya - both Russia - can only be
covered by heavy trucks in significantly more than the permitted 29 hours of driving time (up to more than 50 hours). Can you please
explain how transports to Azerbaijan can be carried out according to 1/2005 if the plausible driving times will be up to more than 50 hours?

Answers First of all, I am disappointed that the film we made about the trip to Azerbaijan is being referred to as a promotional film in the context of
ANIT. The film only shows what transports can look like and that it is possible to carry out transports in accordance with Regulation
1/2005.

It is very clear that compliance with the requirements of the regulation must be strictly controlled. Together with the authorities we are
working on this in Austria.

Coming back to the question about the route and transport time from Sosnovka to Grozny:

The control point in Grozny was set up by its owner specifically to meet the requirements of 1/2005. We accompanied and monitored the
transport in November 2019. The transport arrived Grozny in time. Several official veterinarians as well as the national authority in Vienna
checked the transport retrospectively.

In the mean time the route was used by many Austrian transports, which were all checked afterwards. Since official veterinarians were
reported by animal welfare organizations for violating regulation 1/2005, lawyers also dealt with this route. In all cases the route planning
was considered correct.

The topic was also discussed during a course for prospective veterinarians by Dr. Alexander Rabitsch. Since then we have suspected that
the lecturer does not start from the correct place of origin in his calculation.


